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Engl ish Carol Sequence 
Arranged by Chr is Hould ing 

 

 
Sans Day Carol , Coventry Carol 

and God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen 
 

4 :30 Minutes 
 

4 Trumpets 
1 Horn in F 
4 Trombones 

1 Tuba 
2 Percuss ion (Opt ional) 

Organ (Opt ional)  
 

Percussion section requires: Timpani, Glockenspiel, Snare Drum and Suspended Cymbal  
 

Alternative transposed parts for Eb Soprano Cornet, Eb Tenor Horn, Bb Trombone, Euphonium or Baritone in Treble Clef 
and Eb & Bb Bass in Treble Clef are automatically included in both hard copy and download formats. 

 

If you require additionally transposed parts, please drop me an email at info@superbrass.co.uk 

 
All R ights Reserved 

 



  

 
Programme Notes 

Opening with the popular 19th Century Cornish 'Sans Day Carol' (Now the holly bears a berry) this 
traditional arrangement moves seamlessly into the much loved 16th Century English 'Coventry Carol' 
and culminates with a 'Renaissance flavoured 'God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen' and an especially grand 

finale when supplemented by optional percussion ad organ parts. 
 

Chris Houlding 
Chris Houlding is multi-faceted performer, conductor and composer. In 1980, age 20, Chris toured 
with the London Symphony Orchestra under Maestro Celibidache at the invitation of Denis Wick and 
was appointed Principal Trombone of the Orchestra of Opera North in the following year, a seat he 

held for twenty seven years. He has since appeared as Guest Principal with most major UK ensembles 
including the London Symphony, London Philharmonic, Royal Philharmonic, Royal Opera House Covent 

Garden and London Brass and still plays regularly with the Mahler Chamber Orchestra, Philharmonia, 
MusicFabrik, Scottish Chamber, Superbrass and the Symphonic Brass of London. A graduate of London’s 
Guildhall School of Music, he studied with Denis Wick, Eric Crees and Peter Gane, and was awarded 
the Principal’s Prize. Currently Head of Brass at Birmingham Conservatoire, Professor of Trombone and 
Brass Ensemble at the Folkwang University of Arts, Essen, Germany and Visiting Tutor at London's 
Guildhall School of Music & Drama, he has also served as Senior Tutor in Brass and International 
Visiting Tutor at Manchester’s Royal Northern College of Music and has been recently voted 2014 
Teacher of the Year by the British Trombone Society. He is a regular Trombone Professor with the 

Gustav Mahler Jungendorchester, European Union Youth Orchestra and National Youth Orchestra of 
Great Britain and gives recitals and masterclasses throughout the world, including the Joseph 
Alessi Summer Seminar, Juilliard, Eastman and conservatoires in Boston, Texas, St Petersburg, 

Moscow, Porto, Oslo, Aarhus, Riga and Budapest. Chris has also given recitals, classes and has served 
as outside assessor at many UK Conservatoires and universities. As Chairman of the International 

Trombone Association Executive Board and a former President of the British Trombone Society, Chris 
is dedicated to encouraging musical progress throughout the world. 

  
Superbrass Music 

Since the start of Superbrass in early 2005, I have strived to commission new original compositions 
and arrangements for brass and percussion. 

Superbrass Music is committed to developing accessible new music for brass of the very highest 
quality. 

Illegal photocopying denies composers and publishers of their rightful revenue. 
A lack of revenue deters publishers from investing in new commissions. 

ALL MUSICIANS suffer the consequences of illegal photocopying. 
The future is in your hands. 

Now that you have the facts, you can help the future of the creative music world. 
 

If you do happen upon any errors please let me know by contacting me personally at 
info@superbrass.co.uk 

Roger Argente / Artistic Director 
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Superbrass Music

Sans Day Carol, Coventry Carol and God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen
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